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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  CWMBRAN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDCIAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ending  3 lot  December,  1955 

To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1955,  as  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  your  district.  It  is  drawn  up  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  includes  the  Report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  5*850 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid-1955  ...  ...  17,100 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1955) 
according  to  the  Rate  Books  ...  5*287 

Rateable  Value  1/4/55  ^68,284 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ^260 

Once  again  there  was  a big  increase  in  the  population 
during  the  year.  The  estimated  figure  for  1954  was  15630,  for 

'955  I7IO°- 

The  shortage  of  accommodation  for  school  children  was 
eased  somewhat  by  the  opening  of  the  new  primary  school  at 
Pontnewydd,  while  by  the  end  of  the  year  another  primary  school 
was  in  course  of  erection  at  Oakfield. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  population  in  the  last  few  years 
is  producing  a noticeab.e  alteration  in  the  character  of  the  district. 
The  change  may  be  partly  attributed  to  “changing  times,’’  but  is 
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^undoubtedly  mainly  due  to  the  influx  of  new  people  from  so  many 
other  and  often  far  distant  areas. 

Until  the  advent  of  the  New  1'own,  Cwmbran  had  the 
atmosphere  of  a smah  Welsh  Town,  in  spite  of  its  language  being 
English.  Its  ch.ef  citizens  knew,  and  weie  known  by  everyone 
else  and  the  family  and  family  life  were  the  foundations  on  which 
community  life  was  based. 

Inevitab!/,  the  sense  of  compactness  is  dispersed  by  the 
growth  of  the  population,  while  the  high  rents  of  the  Corporation 
Houses  encourage  housewives,  in  the  modern  tendency,  to  take 
employment  outside  the  home.  Other  women  follow  this  example, 
and  so  standards  and  patterns  of  living  are  altered. 

As  the  New  Town  matures,  no  doubt  further  changes  will 
take  place,  resulting  in,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a happy  and  healthy 
community. 


VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

Births 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

192 

181 

373 

Illegitimate 

5 

6 

1 1 

Total 

197 

187 

384 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of 

Estimated 

Resident  Population 

2 1 .32 

In  Monmouthshire 

1 5-29 

In  England  and  Wales  1955 

1 5.00 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Births 

6 

6 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population  0.66 


In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  0.51 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  & Still  Births  28.92 
In  Monmouthshire  ...  32.09 

In  England  & Wales  ...  23.11 


MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Deaths  . 93  82  !75 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Population  ...  •••  10.23 

In  Monmouhshire  ...  12.40 

In  England  & Wales  ...  11.70 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

1 here  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth 
or  abortion. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

In  Monmouthshire 
In  England  and  Wales  ... 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

MALE  FEMALE 

6 5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  27.70 

In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  33.96 

In  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  24.90 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

4 3 7 

Neo  Natal  Death  Rate  (i.e.  Death  Rate  of 
Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  per  1,000 
related  Live  Births)  ...  ...  18 .23 

In  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  22.38 

In  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.30 


AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

UNDER  4 WKS.  ! 

4 WKS/I  YR. 

Prematurity 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

0 

— 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

Castro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

Atelectasis 

— 

— 

Accident 

— 

— 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

7 

4 

Nil 

0.98 

0.64 


TOTAL 
1 1 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


F 


M 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

S 

— 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

» t t 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

• 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

Cancer 

17 

7 

Diabetes 

... 

— 



Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

13 

22 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

!5 

i 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

I 

— 

Other  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 .S' 

29 

Influenza  ...  ...  .., 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

5 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

• — 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

I 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

• . . 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

• • « 

2 

3 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

1 1 

TO 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

All  Other  Accidents 

... 

1 

2 

Violence 

Total 

1 

93 

82 

In  the  figures  given  in  the  foregoing  tables  thecomparability 
factors  for  the  district  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  (0.95 
for  births  and  1.07  for  deaths)  have  been  used. 

These  factors  take  into  account  the  way  the  population 
of  the  area  is  constituted  by  sex,  age,  etc., and  are  used  to  adjust 
the  crude  rates  given  by  the  actual  numbers  of  births  to  obtain 
corrected  rates  which  can  then  be  compared  with  those  of  other 
areas,  or  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
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General  provisions  of  the  health  services 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers.  The  Staff  consisted  of ; — 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also 

M.O.H.  for  the  Caerleon  Urban  District  Council 

and  Medical  Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health  Area 

of  the  County  Council,  and 

(b)  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  O.  J.  R.  Pruden, 

A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A 

COMMITTEES 

The  Committees  concerned  with  Public  Hea.th  matters 
are  : — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Committee,  and 

(b)  i lie  Waterworks  Committee. 

Each  of  these  Committees  is  composed  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Council  sitting  under  its  own  Chairman.  These  two 
Committees  between  them,  deal  with  all  matters  of  public 
health  With  the  exception  of  housing,  which  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Council  direct. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(i)  The  Water  Supply  is  gathered  from  mountain  streams 
and  springs  into  vour  own  reservoir  at  Blaen  Bran,  augmented 
by  bulk  supplies  from  Newport  Corporation.  Both  supplies 
are  filtered,  chemically  treated  and  chlorinated  before  distribution 
and  on  bacteriological  examination  have  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Ad  houses  within  the  built  up  area  are  provided  with  a 
piped  water  supply,  but  there  stUl  remain  isolated  houses  in  the 
rural  part  of  the  area  which  derive  their  water  supply  from  wells 
etc.  Samples  have  been  taken  and  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examination . 

A period  of  drought  commenced  on  the  12th  June,  and 
lasted  until  the  end  of  October, causing  the  storage  in  the  Council’s 
Blaen  Bran  Reservoir  to  diminish  rapidly.  Consequently  the 
emergency  pumping  supply  from  the  Cwmbran  Colliery  Adit 
was  put  into  operation  on  the  30th  July,  1955.  Owing  to  the 
increased  consumption  in  the  Upper  Cwmbran  and  West 
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i ontnewydd  area,  it  was  found  necessary  to  seriously  curtail 
supplies  to  these  areas  from  15th  August,  and  this  remained 
in  operation  until  supplies  were  back  to  normal  on  the  15th 
November. 

1 he  shortage  was  so  severe  that  the  resumption  of  at- 
tendance at  the  Upper  Cwmbran  School,  after  the  summer 
vacation  had  to  be  postponed  for  a few  days. 

The  scheme  for  providing  additional  water  supplies  to 
the  existing  and  new  development  is  wel.  in  hand,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  go  to  tender  for  the  extensions  to  the  Filter  House 
doubling  the  filtration  capacity,  and  the  construction  of  a 
1^  million  gallon  service  reservoir  at  Upper  Cwmbran  early  in 
1956. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  A new  sewer  to  serve  the 
Upper  Cwmbran  area  has  been  completed  and  is  in  use.  Many 
of  the  properties  in  this  area  have  now  been  connected  to  the  new 
sewer.  1 he  whole  of  the  built-up  portions  of  the  Urban  area  is 
now  seweted,  with  the  exception  of  The  Woodlands,  Upper 
Cwmbran. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams.  There  has  been  a marked 
reduction  in  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area 
and  this  improvement  is  being  maintained  as  additional  properties 
are  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  complaints  of  pollution 
by  Gas  Works  effluent  of  the  stream  running  near  Coronation 
Road.  Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Wales  Gas 
Board  and  the  nuisance  has  abated  and  is  unlikely  to  reoccur 
since  the  Gas  Manufacturing  Plant  at  the  Old  Forge  Hammer 
Gas  Works  is  being  dismantled  and  will  not  be  replaced. 

(iv)  Refuse  Collection.  The  Council  carry  out  the  col.ect- 
ion  of  house  refuse  by  means  of  covered  freighter  vehicles  and 
the  disposal  is  at  present  by  tipping  in  the  area  at  the  rear  of 
the  Council  Offices,  Cwmbran.  Men  are  emp  oycd  in  spreading 
and  covering  each  day’s  collection  with  surplus  soil,  slag  and 
ashes.  As  soon  as  the  tipping  site  has  been  brought  up  to  a pre- 
determined level,  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  extensive  levelling 
and  grading  operations  as  a preliminary  to  the  laying  out  of 
playing  fields. 
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k SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  comp.aints  of  smoke  nuisances  have  been  received 
during-  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  rodent  operator  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  number  of  Inspections  carried  out  was  426 
Infested  premises  treated  480 
Premises  made  structurally  rat  proof  3 
No  prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS 

There  are  no  publicly  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  area. 

SCHOOLS 

Periodical  visits  have  been  carried  out  in  respect  to  the 
sanitary  condition  and  nuisances  in  the  schools.  No  report  of 
insanitary  conditions  was  made  during  the  year. 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

The  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  was  57 
Statutory  Notices  62 
Informal  Notices  complied  with  45 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with  54 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES 

142  inspections  of  Registered  Factories,  Workshops  and 


Bakehouses  were  made  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  defects  found  . ..  16 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  16 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  16 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  .12 

Defective  Closet  accomodation  ...  4 


In  each  case  Informal  Notices  were  complied  with.  No 
statutory  action  was  found  necessary. 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICE 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

Officers  ...  •••  •••  47 


A 

v UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  47 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  32 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  6 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  20 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(a)  B v owners  ...  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  2 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  Nil 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
were  determined.  The  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954 

From  a survey  of  the  houses  in  the  district,  made  during 
the  year  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  this  Act,  it  was 
estimated  that  103  houses  would  need  to  be  demolished  in  the 
next  fiye  vears  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  85  in  clear- 
ance areas  and  r8  as  individual  unfit  houses. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  the  Sa'.e  of 
Foods  and  Drugs  Act. 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  3 

Ice  Cream  (.Storage  only)  ...  13 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  48 

Monthly  inspections  of  meat  shops,  bakehouses,  refresh- 
ment houses  and  shops  have  been  made,  as  well  as  licensed 
premises, 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  surrendered  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  destroyed 


Milk  Products 


Synthetic  Cream 

2 tins 

4 gallons 

Cream 

32  tins 

15  lbs 

Evaporated  Milk 

32  tins 

21  lbs 

Cheese 

69  lbs 

Butter 

1 lbs 

Meat  Products 

Bacon 

i£  sides 

■ 851  lbs 

Stewed  Steak 

2 tins 

2 lbs 

Jellied  Veal 

3 tins 

24  lbs 

Tongue 

2 tins 

12  lbs 

Corned  Beef 

6 tins 

471  lbs 

Cooked  Ham 

8 tins 

134  lbs 

Minced  Beef 

2 tins 

ji  lbs 

Sausage 

2 1 lbs 

Fish  Products 

Crab 

3 tins 

2^  lbs 

Salmon 

2 tins 

1^  lbs 

Tinned  Vegetables 

Peas 

r 1 tins 

8 lbs 

Tomatoes 

52  tins 

24  lbs 

Tinned  Fruit 

Pineapples 

3 tins 

lbs 

Apricots 

7 tins 

27  lbs 

Peaches 

19  tins 

55  lbs 

Pears 

4 tins 

8 lbs 

inned  Fruit  (cont.) 


Strawberries 

7 tins 

6 lbs 

Raspberries 

5 tins 

5 lbs 

Plums 

6 tins 

7 lbs 

Grapefruit 

7 tins 

3i  lbs 

Fruit  Salad 

4 tins 

3 lbs 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  CANTEENS  AND  RESTAURANTS 

Periodical  inspections  of  works  canteens  and  enquiries 
into  methods  of  storage  of  food  have  been  made,  together  with 
inspection  of  foods  and  general  cleanliness  and  hygiene. 


Want  of  cleanliness  ...  2 

Rat  Infestation  ...  c; 

Sanitary  Defects  ...  9 

Disrepair  ...  10 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Food  Poisoning,  Diphtheria.  There  were  no  notifications  of  either 
of  these  diseases  during  the  year. 

Measles  There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  late  spring 
and  early  summer.  581  cases  were  notified.  Nearly  all  were 
children  aged  between  one  and  nine  years  and  most  were  only  of 
mild  or  moderate  severity. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  One  child  was  affected  by  this  disease  ana 
was  admitted  to  hospital  suffering  from  some  paralysis  of  one  leg. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1955 


DISEASE 

CASES 

NOTI- 

FIED 

ADMITTED 

TO 

HOSP. 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

.Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

I I 

— 

— ' 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— • 

Measles 

58i 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratvph 

oid)  — 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

6 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

I 

1 

— 

12 


AGE  GROUPS 


> 

kO 


DISEASE 

Under  1 

1 

NO 

UJ 

1 

cn 

1 

O 

0 

1 

cn 

1 

-N 

44  — 64 

65  and  over 

ie  Unknown 

1 . Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Whooping  Cough 

I 

5 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3.  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— ' 

4.  Measles 

US 

*34 

us* 

276 

4 

— 

— 

— 

I 

5.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

6.  Pneumonia 

I 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

, These 

services 

are 

provided  by 

the  County  Council  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  also  by  the 
general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

214  children  completed  the  diphtheria  immunisation  course 
206  being  under  five  years  of  age,  and  8 being  aged  5 — i4years; 
12  children  in  addition  received  boosting  doses. 

202  people  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox,  197  being- 
children  under  15  years  of  age;  16  others  were  re-vaccinated. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  durng  1955 


AGE  GROUPS 

NEW  CASES 
Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— : — 

J—  5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5—: 10 

•0—15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 5 — 20 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



20—25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 



0 

1 

LO 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3°  35 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3 s— 45 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



45—55 

1 



— 

— 

— • 

— 



55 — 65 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



65  and  over 

r 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



6 


4 


1 
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^ It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  ten  new  cases  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were 
also  ten  inward  transfers  from  other  areas. 

One  death  in  the  upper  age  group  was  attributed  to  this 
disease. 

HOUSING 

Temporary  Permanent 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned 
by  Local  Authority  at  31st  December 

1955  ...  ...  200  1316 

Number  of  Local  Authority  dwellings 
in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December, 

1955  •••  •••  — 133 

Number  of  houses  for  which  sanction 
had  been  given  but  which  had  not  been 

commenced  at  December  31st,  1955  — — 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NEW  SEPARATE  DWELLINGS 
COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


By  Local  Authority 
By  Private  Enterprise  and  Housing 
Association 

By  Development  Corporation 


Total 


Cwmbran  Development  Corporation 

Under  Construction  31/12/55 
Houses — 1 bedroom 

2 bedroom 

3 bedroom 

4 bedroom 

Flats  — 1 bedroom 

2 bed  room 

Shops 


86 

38 

267 

39 1 


4 

120 

128 

12 

12 

12 


264 


24 


Total 


288 


'4 


™ It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  ten  new  cases  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were 
also  ten  inward  transfers  from  other  areas, 

One  death  in  the  upper  age  group  was  attributed  to  this 
disease. 


HOUSING 


Temporary  Permanent 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned 
by  Local  Authority  at  31st  December 

1955  ...  ...  200  1316 

Number  of  Local  Authority  dwellings 
in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December, 


I955  • — '33 

Number  of  houses  for  which  sanction 
had  been  given  but  which  had  not  been 

commenced  at  December  31st,  1955  — — 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NEW  SEPARATE  DWELLINGS 

COMPLETED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

By  Local  Authority  ...  86 

By  Private  Enterprise  and  Housing 

Association  ...  38 

By  Development  Corporation  ...  267 


Total 

Cwmbran  Development  Corporation 

Under  Construction  31/12/55 
Houses — 1 bedroom 

2 bedroom 

3 bedroom 

4 bedroom 

Flats  — 1 bedroom 

2 bed  room 

Shops 


39 1 


4 
120 
1 28 
12 

< 264 

12 
1 2 

24 


Total  . . . 288 


Housing  (cont.) 

Total  number  of  dwellings 
completed  at  31/12/53 


Houses 

1057 

Flats 

53 

1 1 10 

(Shops 
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The  Council’s  Housing  programme  provided  a slightly 
smaller  number  of  dwellings  than  the  previous  year,  due  to  the 
development  of  smaller  sites  and  consequent  letting  of  smaller 
contracts. 

Of  the  86  dwellings  completed  and  handed  over  for  occupa- 
tion during  the  twelve  months  under  review,  38  were  of  traditional 
brickwork  construction,  built  by  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour 
Organisation  and  48  were  of  the  non-traditional  Easiform  con- 
struction. At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  addition  133 
dwellings  in  the  course  of  construction.  A considerable  variety 
of  accommodation  was  provided.  Single  bedroom  flats  accounted 
for  28  dwellings  and  two  bedroom  flats  for  8 dwellings.  In 
addition  22  two  bedroom  houses  were  built. 

The  dwellings  were  mainly  erected  on  Two  Locks  and  Belle 
Vue  Sites  in  the  Llantarnam  Ward  while  only  the  first  group  of 
houses  at  Maendy  Site  in  Llanfrechfa  Ward  were  completed  with- 
in the  period  under  review.  There  appears  to  be  a considerable 
demand  for  single  bedroom  flats  which  provide  satisfactory  accom- 
modation both  for  elderly  people  and  for  young  married  couples. 
In  the  case  of  the  latter,  provided  there  is  a continuous  programme 
of  constructing  two  and  three  bedroom  houses,  it  shou  d be  possible 
to  transfer  them  to  larger  premises  to  meet  their  future  require- 
ments. It  should  be  made  clear  that  a larger  proportion  of  two 
bedroom  accommodation  is  now  being  provided  than  in  earlier 
years  which  reflects  the  fact  that  the  larger  families  have  aiready 
been  accommodated.  It  will  be  still  necessary  to  construct  some 
three  bedroom  houses  if  the  slum  clearance  programme  is  to 
proceed  smoothly  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  construction  of 
new  houses  at  Maendy  Site,  West  Pontnewydd,  will  enable  the 
closure  of  a number  of  sub-standard  dwellings  at  Springvale. 
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^^milarly,  a scheme  for  the  re-construction  of  Court  Farm  Estate, 
providing  traditional  brick  dwellings  in  place  of  the  existing 
sub-standard  wartime  hutting,  has  been  approved  by  the  Council 
during  the  year. 

In  face  of  higher  building  costs  the  Council  has  maintained 
high  standard  of  construction  in  its  housing  programme.  Although 
dwellings  in  the  main  have  been  slightly  smaller  than  in  previous 
years,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  provide  as  much  useful  living- 
space  as  previously.  This  has  been  achieved  by  more  compact 
planning  and  reducing  the  size  of  halls  and  passageways.  It  has 
been  possible  to  provide  some  technical  improvements  to  the 
dwellings  with  the  object  of  reducing  maintenance  costs  and  pro- 
viding more  comfortable  accommodation.  A glasswool  insulating 
blanket  is  now  placed  over  the  first  floor  ceiling  joists  which  makes 
the  house  much  warmer  in  winter.  An  internal  soil  stack  is  now 
incorporated  in  the  houses  and  the  plumbing  so  designed  that 
burst  pipes  and  cisterns  should  be  things  of  the  past. 

The  pleasing  appearance  of  many  of  the  Council’s  housing 
estates  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  variety  of  colourful  external 
finishes  provided.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  break  away  from 
uniformity  and  care  has  been  taken  to  preserve  trees  wherever 
possible. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  others 
who  have  provided  me  with  certain  material  for  this  report. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
EVELYN  D.  OWEN. 
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